
Dyslexia has helped to shape me and my career. I am 25 and was identified and 
assessed in year 9. This was entirely due to having a proactive parent. I 
struggled in school and found it stressful. This situation was improved by my 
diagnosis and the consequent support I received from dyslexic specialist 
teachers and exceptional members of staff. This support enabled me to achieve 
my potential and gave me the opportunity to go to university which had not 
always seemed possible. My desire to support dyslexic children led me to 
undertake a degree in primary education and a post graduate NASENCo 
qualification. I now work as a primary school SENCo. My tutor told me that I 
was the youngest person to qualify as a SENCo. 
 
I have worked in a range of early years and special needs settings. I keep up to 
date on best practice and policy and also seek to address the mental health 
consequences that can arise from having additional needs. I am committed to 
working with and supporting the whole family.  
 
While in early years, including nursery, I particularly experienced the 
importance of early identification. In response to this, and to my childhood 
experience, I am developing my own social enterprise with early action at its 
core.  I aim to support children as early as possible with engaging strategies 
that foster fun learning and the growth of confidence.  
 
I have always lived and largely worked in the deprived, multicultural, east 
London borough of Newham.  I am active in this community and am a trustee of 
the Discover Centre, a local charity encouraging children’s creativity and love of 
reading. 
 
I have always enjoyed being politically active and engaged in current affairs. For 
instance, in 2015 I was an author of The Kenny Report 3, a report written by 
young people seeking to use their voice to influence policy.  
  
I am keen to use my lived experience to help to push SEND further up the 
political agenda.  I believe that more money should be allocated for the support 
of children with specific learning difficulties. I support the BDA campaign to 
ensure that teacher training courses include identification and support for 
dyslexic children, and promotion of dyslexic/dyscalculic friendly classrooms and 
I believe there should be a shift in thinking on the impact of labelling. It should 
not be perceived as a negative to be dyslexic, we should instead celebrate 
neurodiversity.  
 
 



 
I am actively seeking ways to positively impact the lives of people with SEND, 
particularly dyslexia and dyscalculia. I think I could contribute usefully as a 
BDA trustee and I know that I would learn from the experience.  Thank you for 
considering me. 
 
Joe Robinson 
 
 
Notes 
 
https://discover.org.uk/who-we-are/what-we-do/ 

http://kennyreport3.com/pdf/KennyReport-3.pdf  
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