
Jack Churchill Personal Statement 

The mission of the BDA is one very close to my heart. I was diagnosed with 

dyslexia at the age of 14, and only passed my GCSE’s & A-Levels with a lot of 

extra tuition, hard work and 25% extra time. It always amazes me that my life 

has gone full circle and now I find myself helping develop technology to 

support young people & adults with dyslexia. 

I’m the Co-founder & Chief Executive of assistive technology company 

Scanning Pens which has offices in the UK, US, Canada, Australia and India.  

As an organisation we have developed the #SucceedWithDyslexia brand which 

we use to campaign for greater awareness.   Over the last 17 years we’ve 

developed a keen understanding of what it is that people with dyslexia  

both want and need. Thousands of people worldwide use our technology every 

day. As a company we’ve broken down barriers by getting pen scanner 

technology approved for use by any student in any UK exam WITHOUT the 

need for exam accommodations (JCQ).  Other exam boards have also allowed 

the pens to be used including IB, Cambridge, Ireland, South Africa & Australia.  

We continue to push for exam candidates to have access to exam papers 

wherever they are in the world, after all if you’re unable to read the question 

you’ll struggle to answer it. In recent years we’ve turned our attention to 

supporting people in the workplace and in prison.  Our simple technology can 

be used without the need for computers, smartphones or wi-fi and importantly 

with GDPR laws scanning pens can be supplied that don’t store data. Of all the 

positive feedback we receive, the best outcome is the confidence that users have 

found. Helping more people to become independent with their studies or in the 

workplace is something I work every day for. 



Scanning Pens has been working alongside the BDA for the last decade and are 

ardent supporters of the work done by so many dedicated employees and 

volunteers. In recent years we’ve been proud to sponsor the BDA International 

Conferences and the BDA helpline.  Over the last three years we’ve established 

SucceedWithDyslexia.org, a corporate social responsibility initiative that raises 

greater awareness of dyslexia.  

 

I live in Wiltshire with my wife Charlotte & three children and I’m an active 

member of the Wiltshire Dyslexia Association.  I sit on the board of BATA (the 

British Assistive Technology Association), St Mary’s Calne School and the 

International Churchill Society. 
 

 

 


